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Abstract

Agriculture is the backbone of the Indian economy specially of Maharashtra. And women contribute
in the field of agriculture & allied sector, food security and this role has proved these are the backbone of

agriculture sector. Jawarlal Nehru says, “you can tell the condition of a nation by looking at the status of its

. women”. Therefore women empowerment is essential. . Rural women play a vital role in agriculture & allied
.‘,sector But there have need of education & training programmes and also gender equality through society
f - because by constitution it got. There have less awareness about micro finance among women. Overall this

study is the way of defining, challenging & overcoming obstacles in her life through which she increase her
ability to shape her life. '

Introduction :

India is an agricultural country. Agriculture is the main occupation of India from thousand of the year.
Agriculture is vital source of economic assistance and all round progress of our country. The Indian agriculture
and allied sectors contributed approximately 13.9% of country’s GDP during the year2013-2014 & employs
Justalittle less than 50 percent of the country’s workforce. It is amost significant partof Indian economy. The
agricultural sector of India has occupied almost 43 percent of India’s geographical area. The net sown area is
141.6 million hectares out of 328.7 million hectares total geographical area of the cduntry. The net irrigated

area is 63.6 million hectares.
The Green revolution came into existence with the aim to improve the agriculture in India. This con-

cept has strengthened the country’s economy and simultaneously, it is leading to self-sufficiency in food pro-

duction with the same rate of progress in agriculture.
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Aoriculture sector in Maharashtra

- Maharashtra is onc of the most important states of India given its size and contribution to the nation’s
i .

neome and wealth. Agriculture is the mainstay of the state of Maharashtra. It is the main occupation of the
neop! ;-Tolnl 308 lakh hectares land in Maharashtra. Out of that 2/3 means approximately 225.6 lakh hect-

ares of land is under cultivation, Again out of that approximately 80 to 85% land has arable type of farming,

1.

whereas 16% area has horticultural farming. Maharashtra is a st

dnipir 7 gation system is found in Maharashtra alone. 58% ofthe
area & around 55% of the popul

ate leading in drip irrigation, 60% of India’s
state’s population of ten crore live in the rural
ation is dependent upon agriculture. The Maharashtra agriculture sector
aharashtra’s gross domestic product (GDP).

308 lakh hectares land usage in Maharashtra

accounts for 16.86 percent of M

- The proportion of total

No. Particulars Areas (In lakh Hactares) Percentage
1 Net area sown 174.80 56.80
2 Waste land 25.30 8.30
K Forest land 52.10 16.90
4 Other uncultivated land 24.20 7.90
S Land notavailable for cultivation 31.30 10.10
| (Source: MNS)

Iypically, 4 types of agriculture can be identified in the state as follows-
~ Rain-fed agriculture, Irrigated agriculture, Step or Terrace farming & shifting cultivation.

Both food crops & cash crops are grown in the state, these are mangocs, grapes, bananas, oranges,

Wheat, rice, jawar, bajra, pulses and g
J

duct; ‘vlty of some of the food Crops su
ow,

roundnut, cotton, sugarcane, turmeric, tobacco respectively. The pro-

chas wheat, paddy & cash crops such as cotton has however remained

"' Proportion of crops in Maharashtra (in *000 tones)

[ Crops 2011-12 2012-13 2013-14
B Total Cereals (a) 2421971 2387823 243433 4
D TowlPulses (B 17088.9 18342.5 19772.4
{¥ Food grains (A+B) 259285.9 257124.7 263205.9
. Total Oilsceds 297986 28977.7 32983.0
. NonFood grains 572534 55.399.8 566511.7
(Source: DAC)
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Proportion of Population of Maharashtra with Rural, Urban & Agriculture scctor

Particular | Maharashtra Urban Rural Rural Women in Agriculture Sector
Male 5.82.43.056 | 2,67,04,022 | 3,15,39,034
Female 54131277 | 2,41,14237 | 3,00,17,040 77,00,259
Total 11,23,74.333 | 5,08,18,259 | 6,15,56,074

(Source: Census 2011)
Needs & Significance of the study

The need of this study is to focus on empowerment of rural women in agriculture sector in Maharashtm.

Because of women are involved in all aspects of agriculture, from crop selection to land preparation, to seed
selection, planning, weeding, pest control, harvesting, crop storage, handling, marketing and processing. Womeq
has to completely perfect in this sector with knowledge and physically. '
The significance of this study is to empowerment of women for generating employment, self-employ—‘

ment, entrepreneurship, serves our farming community, agricultural development, famin developments & *

contributes in the economic development of the state and country. ;

Objectives of the study

1)
2)
3)

To study the empowerment of rural women in agriculture sector in Maharashtra.
"To know the women are the backbone of agriculture sector.

To study of Govt. programmes for empowerment of women.

Research Methodology
This study is based on secondary data. It is collected from books, Magazines, journals, articles,
research papers, internet, agriculture reports, other publications, etc. |
Rural Women in Agriculture Sector

The women are the backbone of agricultural workforce and play a very vital role in the contribution of 1

economy. Also after limited productive resources and employment opportunities. For holding back their capacity to
improve their lives and to better contribute to the economic growth, food security and sustainable development of
their communities and countries. Rural women report more experiences of physical abuse than urban women. The -
Jobs of rural women who are employed tend to be shorter term, more precarious and less protected than those of
rural men and urban people. In comparison of work hours, women’s are works more thanbmen’s. Thatillustrates

women’s significant contribution to agricultural production. They contribute as farmers, labourers and |

sntrepreneurships. Present study report that the majority of the state’s farmers are women and they cover a wide :
sariety of roles. Women face greater dlﬁicultles and constraints than their male counterparts with regards to land i

ywnership, access to credit, markets, technology, seeds, water, information & education and other services.
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hey performs numerous labour intensive jobs such as weeding, grass cutting, hoeing, picking, sepa-
ratiol oﬁsccds from fiber, cotton stick collections, etc. Women face difficulties in searching of fire wood as a

fuel for cookmg, fetching water, clean drinking water, washing cloth, carc of children & adult, farm activity,

ther.2 wnty like milk processing, sanitation of house, preparation of ghee are also carried out by the women.

mthis co ndmon the major thing is that there have lot of pressure of lot of work activities to women but also we
tiist or seen anywhere women do suicide. This is the major thing. F
at ,M as ability to face the condition & strive for family surviving,

K mpowcrmmt of Women

armer suicides but women not do

mvolves many things such aseconomic opportunity,

economically independent, self-reliant social equality
e val rights, agenda of gender equality, i

Increased self esteem, participate in the development activities &

heprocess of decision making. Women are deprived of these human rights, often as a matter of tradition. -
) lstorlcal Background

1‘ e concept of empowerment of women and women rlghts came into being in 20th century. Nowadays
OT of women is changing time to time. In the history of India, some social reformers like Guru Nanak,

Rajarar i ohan Rai, Savitribai Phule, Jainism , Pandita Rama Bain , Ishwarchandra Vidya Sagar and others who

oted thexr life for the welfare & development of women. It is not that the Britishers nothing done anything for

€ wkop the condition of women, with the help of some laws such as
al

“Abolition of practice of Sati”. “Widow
; age Act 1856, etc. After Independence came the real change in the form of “Constitution of Indi

es equality to women according to article no. 14 & women got voting right also.
Need of Empowerment of Women

a’. It

In rural areas, women are generally not perceived to have >any meaningful income generation capacity
and | ence they are relegated mainly to household duties and cheap labor. Women responsibilities are only
ated 1 with Kitchen, Kids and Knitting. Without the power to work and earn a good income, their voices are
d Even in matters of sex and child bearing, women often do not have the ability to oppose the wishes
ithe lr men. Here comes the question, how it is possible to empower women? when in a society where men
nir 1 the destiny of women. Here in rural area this attitude of society hasto be changed; both men & women
ul to respect and accept the contribution of women. Now in India has equal status of women with men as
LCO nstltutlonal and legal provision. But the Indian women have come a long way to achieve the present
0Sit] ons There have various schemes of state & central government to empower the women. But there are
diSc }'_ inated & marginalized to women at every level of the society. Like social, political & economic partici-
access to education and also reproductive healthcare.

eed of Govt. Schemes & rights for empowerment of Women

: 3 ~ Women are found very poor in agriculture knowledge, healthcare (weak to work), access education,

*eonomic condition, consume less food but work more, & other social factors affect on mentality of women

Women Empowerment : Issues & Challenges
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like dowry. kidnapping. rape cases, other harassment. Therefore there have need of 1aws, rights & schemesi

ave need of strict implementation of these.

to women for their security and empowerment, but also h
Agricultural Departments & Programmes

ICAR means Indian Council of Agricultural Rese

partmem of Agricultural Research and Education (DARE), Ministry of Agric

ICAR is the apex body for coordinating, guiding and managing research & educ

horticulture. fisheries and animal sciences in the entire country. With over 99 ICAR institute and 66 agnwltm'al .:'
icultural systems in the world. ) ;

arch is an autonomous organization under the _’

ulture, Government of India. |

ation in agriculture including

universities spread across the country thisis one of the largest national agr1
ing lot of services asan institution for vocatlonal

Krishi Vigyan Kendra work under ICAR.Itis providi
ith emphasize on “|earning by doing’ for b

farmwomen, rural youth wi

training at the grass root level to farmers,
griculture & Cooperation, Krishi Vikas Mandal, -

generating self-employment, entrepreneurship. Department ofA
Rashtriya Mahila Kosh, Mahila Samridi Yojana, IndiraMahila Yojana, Department of Women & Child De- =
& State Women’s Commissions for empowerment of women n %;,

‘Employment Guarantee scheme”’. FDIupto 100%is ‘;
horticulture, develop- !

velopment, National Women’s Commission

. society & agriculture sector. Maharashtra implement women policy & engendering the budget by establishing

b  separate “Women & child Development” department,
under the automatic route in the under mentioned activities viz., floriculture,
pisciculture, aquaculture and cultivation of vegetables and mushrooms,

SHG’s have paved the way for

] | permitted
‘ment of seeds, animal husbandry,
e nnder controlled conditions and services related to agro and allied sectors.
" economic independence of women. Butalso hasto make awareness of women’s regarding that.
Steps for Empowerment of Women in Agriculture Sector

. Promoting education & agricultural knowledge of women

Prohibition & elimination of violence against women & reduce the incidence of early mar-

riage, Govt. should make transparent act about safety, security, wages & incentives.
. Women'’s rights & Gender equality in rural areas

. Credit and Savings Mobilization & Establishment of linkages
Organize credit camps in village & educate about banking system to women for agricultural &

credit supply
. Group Development & Capacity Building program for increased economic opportunity
. Arrange the seminar, workshop regarding the problems of agriculture sector
. Formulation of agricultural, monetary, commercial & economic'policies.
. Training of life, vocational, entrepreneurial & make employment readiness

. Govt. organization & NGO’s should work effectively at every level of rural area from natlonal | f

& international level

Women Empowerment : Issues & Challenges
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The state has to be prepare schemes & programmes in budgets for agriculture sector & also
increase funding for family planning

Established Krishi Vigyan Kendra at cvery taluka’s for arrange training programmes & follow
new agricultural technologies for increasing productions.

Promotion & establishment of microfinance for women and also make awareness about it
like SHG’s, & income generation activity, it supports in agriculture sector to women.
Introduce agro based industries to women & implement mechanization in agriculture

There should fulfillment of esteem needs of women in agriculture sector.

Educate about water resources & agriculture management

Healthcare & reproductive facilities, safety & security

Distribution of land to the landless women

Investment in w omen’s capacities to ensure more equitable access to assets & services like
credit, innovation, land, financial services, technology, markets & training and these effects

will made on strengthen women'’s rights & poten’ual & made a win-win solution.

- Real India means rural India. A few numbers of women have been able to establish their potentialities.

The: 'fore each and every should be careful to promote the women statuses.

)
- 9
3)
4

S)

1 5
k)

- Govt. & Agricultural departments must facilitate training, education, safety, security to rural women.

& Departments in agriculture sector etc. but should strictly implemention of these, then we achieved wo men
g
emp n werment in all sector.
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